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In pursuance of these erroneous premises the revolutionaries were
determined to seek the support of the masses, or, as it was termed,
"going to the people." Dressed up as peasants, they went into the
villages in the spring of 1874 to carry on revolutionary propaganda.
This "going to the people,35 is what gave them the name of Narodniks
(narod meaning peopb). The peasants lent a willing enough ear to
the Narodniks when they called upon them to take away the land from
the landlords but remained deaf to the appeals to overthrow the tsar.
The Narodniks did not win a following among the peasantry, for they
did not really know the peasant or understand him. The Narodnik
propagandists were hunted down by the police with the aid of the reac-
tionary clergy and thf kulaKs and the "going to the people" movement
ended in complete failure. The Narodniks then resolved to fight against
tsansm single-handed, without the people, by means of individual
terrorist acts. And this led to even more serious mistakes.

The Narodniks who had escaped arrest organized in 1876 a central-
ized secret organization called Zemlya i Volya (Land and Freedom).
Among its founders were G, V. Plekhanov, V. N. Figner, Natanson
and S. Perovskaya. The Zemlya i Volya adopted a Narodnik program
based on the anarchist theory of Bakunin which denied that any benefit
might accrue to the people from political liberties and a democratic
system.

M. A. Bakunin (1814-1876) came of an old family of the landed
gentry. He emigrated in the 'forties. In this period Bakunin advocated
the liberation of all Slav peoples and the organization of a Slav feder-
ated state with tsarist Russia at the head.

After his arrest for taking part in the revolutionary movement in
Germany and Austria in 1848 Bakunin was extradited by the Austrians
and imprisoned by the tsarist government in the Schliisselburg Fortress.
He was released in 1857 after he had sent a penitent "Confession" to
Nicholas I attributing his revolutionary enthusiasms to "immaturity
of mind and heart," and another penitent letter to Alexander II. In
1861 Bakunin, who had been banished to Siberia, managed to escape
and go abroad.

There, influenced by the theories of Proudhon, Bakunin became
an anarchist. He founded a secret revolutionary society, "The Interna-
tional Alliance of Socialist Democracy," with an anarchist program.
Later he joined the First International founded by Marx and Engels.
On the insistence of Marx, Bakunin proclaimed the "Alliance" dissolved,
but in actual fact he retained his secret organization in order to
fight against Marx and the international working-class movement of
which 'Marx was the leader.

Bakunin was an enemy of the working class and a disorganizer
of the international labour movement. His disruptive activities con-
tributed to the downfall of the First International.